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R^V. C. C. PARKER, 



Waterbuiy, Vt, March 4th, 1867/ 



Dear Sir: 



We, the undersigned, Citizens of 
Waterbuiy, interested in preserving everything that will throw light upon the early 
Histoiy of our Forefathers — eveiy thing that will tend to perpetuate the Memories 
of those Heroic Men — ^having heard your very able discourse on the Early His- 
tory OF THIS Town, and wishing to preserve it, for while it rescues flx)m obliv- 
ion the works of others, at the same time it shall stand a memento to remind us 
of your own long and successful labors anlbng us, do hereby request you to pre- 
pare it for publication. 

H. F. Janes, C. N. Arms, L. Hutchins, 

M. E. SmtiE, E. F. Palmer, Cecil Grates, 

Paul Dillingham, Wm. Carpenter, Francis Graves, 

Erastus Parker, Russel Butler, O. W. Drew. 



Waterbury, March 5th, 1867. 
Gentlemen : 

The Discourse on the Early History op Waterbury, whicb 
you ask for publication, will be put at your disposal. If it shall save fh)m obliv^ 
ion any important name or event, the main purpose of its preparation will have 
been answered. It will be an additional gratification, that thus my name will be 
associated with yours and with the place where so many of the pleasantest year» 
of my life have been spent. 
With sincerest regards, I am 

Most truly yours, 

C. C. PARKER. 
Messrs. Janes, Hutchins, Drew, Carpenter, Parker, Dillingham, Arms, Smilie/ 
Palmer, C. Graves, F. Graves, and R. Butler. 



Note.— The publication of this discourse has been delayed by the author'ff 
change of residence and occupation, leaving no time for its revision, tiU recently ; 
and by the introduction of new matter, which had to be submitted to his approval 
by correspondence. 
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HISTORY OF WATERBURT. 

Ps. 77th, — 5th. — I have considered the days of old, the years of Ancient time. 

There are few sentiments more universal and rational, than 
that which manifests itself in a desire to know* the past and es- 
pecially the history of the persons and places with which we are 
or have been intimately connected. To gratify this sentiment 
your attention is asked to the following Sketch of the Eai*ty 
History of Waterbury. 

There is no evidence that the Indian ever made his home with- 
in the borders of our town. The first settlers found no indica- 
tions of clearings or dwellings, and the relics of the Indian 
found here have been few. But though the Red Man probably 
never dwelt here,* our valley lay in his great thoroughfare from 
the valley of the Champlain to the valley of the Connecticut, 
and indeed from the valley of the St. Lawrence to the shores of 
the Atlantic. As powerftil tribes, hostile to each other, dwelt 
on either side, doubtless many a war party went forth to fight, 
pasping through our valley, and returned, exulting with victory, 
or sullen with defeat. Doubtless these hills have echoed the war- 
whoop of many such a party, and the song of their war dance. 
It is certain that the 300 French and Indians under De Rouville, 
who destroyed Deerfield, Mass., in March, 1704, passed through 
this valley, both when they went on their bloody errand and 
when they returned with th eir 112 captives. It may add somewhat 
to our interest, as we read the sad, thrilling story of the suffer- 
ings and adventures of the Rev. Mr. Williams and his captive 
associates, to remember that they made their forlorn and gloomy 
journey to their long captivity, over the spot where wo now cul- 
tivate our beautifril fields and dwell in our quiet homes. Through 
this valley also passed and repassed the Indians who burnt Roy- 
alton, and took its inhabitants captive in 1780. The hill in the 

*The once famous Gapt. Joe and his spouse Molly, two Indians of the Coos- 
suck tribe, and of whom Thompson, in Ms " Civil History of Vt." gives an inter- 
esting account, once made a visit or stop of some weeks, in this town. This was 
probably in 1787 or 8, and the place ver}' near where T. Wade now lives. Only 
two, and those very rude habitations of civilization, existed in town at that period. 
Joe and Molly called several times, at the cabin of Mr. Butler, for cooking uten- 
sils and for some kinds of food, for which they expressed their gratitude. Joe 
died in Newburv, Vt., in 1819, after having been some vears a pensioner of the 
State. 
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north part of tbe town over which ran the old road to Stowe, 
was originally called Indian Hill, some say because the Indians 
who burnt Royalton camped there for a short time.* The falls 
in the Winooski were called Indian Falls by the early settlers ; 
tradition here, as in so many other like localities, saying that a 
disappointed Indian maiden, in her despair, threw herself from 
the hiehest point of the rocks to the chasm below. Thouerh the 
Indian never dwelt here, the whole region unquestionably, was 
familiar to him, not only as lying in his great war path, but as fa- 
vorite ground for hunting and fishing. 

The town was chartered by Benning Wentwoith, Gov. of New 
Hampshire, June 7th, 1763. The war between the English and 
French was just ended, and the Canadas had become a part of 
the British Possessions. Vermont ceased to be border war terri- 
tory and the obstacle to its settlement.was removed. Numerous 
towns in this part of the State were chartered about the same 
time with Waterbury, — Burlingion, Colchester, Essex, Williston, 
Bolton, Duxbury, Moretown and Charlotte, were chartered the 
same day,— Jericho, Underbill, Middlesex and Berlin the day fol- 
lowing. But as pearly the whole of Vermont was then an unbro- 
ken wilderness, few settlements were made, so far noith as these 
towns, before the Revolution. The few that were made were then 
broken up and were not recommenced until the war closed. — This 
accounts for the wide space between the charter and first settle- 
ment (»f nejirlyall the towns in this part of tlie Stnte. 

Waterbury was chartered to several individuals in Connecti- 
cut and New Jersey. It quite probably took its name from W a- 
terbury, Conn., as many of the proprietors lived in that vicinity, 
and as these two are the only towns of that name to be found, 
so far as Iknow. The first meeting of the proprietors was held 
in New Milford, Conn., in 1770 — some of the subsequent meet- 
ings were hel<l at Newark, N. J. After the Revolution the meet- 
ings were held in Sunderland, Arlington and Bennington of this 
State. The Warrant for the meeting in Bennington was issued 
by Isaac Tichenor, then Justice of the Peace — subsequently, so 
long Governor of the State. 

*The fact of tappel maple trees, boiiig* found on tlii.s hill, is supposed to be the 
only evidence of Indians having camped here. The trees were not tnppec; at the 
season of the year the Royalton raid occurred, which was in October. If the 
trees were tapped by Indians, it was doubtless at some other, and probably earlier 
period. 
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T^ie toini was not purveyed until about 1782. At that time 
Cpl. Partridge Thatcher, of New Milford, Conn., one of the 
proprietors, and the Moderator of their first meeting and also 
pf the meeting in Arlington, came on with Surveyors and 
ran o^t the town. They built their camp a few rods to the rear 
of Messrs. Case & Thomas' Steam Mill, between the Rail Road 
and brook. This, without doi^bt was the first tenement for a 
human being built in Waterbury. From Col. Thatcher the 
stream that enters the river near where his camp stood, w^ 
called Thatcher Branch. As we always desire to know the end 
of those in any important sense, identified with the place where 
we live, I will add that it is said th?it Col. Thatcher contracted a 
^isease from his ejcposures in the forests of our town, from which 
he died sjoon after returning to Connectjicut. 

The fir?it settler of Waterbury, was James Marsh, a native of 
Canafin, Conn. As the fact th^vt Mr. Marsh was the first settler 
-qf the town, and also as the story of his many hardships invest 
his name with peculiar interest, 1 shall be pardoned for dwelling 
I59mewhat particularly upon his history, so far as it relates to 

this town, 

<. ■ •( 

Mr. Marsh had been a soldier in the French War. In tjie 
*arly part of the Revolutionary war, he sold his place in Canaan 
and moved to Cornwall, Conn. Soon after this he was drafted 
a^ a soldier in the Revolution. Having a large family of small 
45l;)ildren, and his wife being very feeble, he hired a young man as 
^ substitute, paying him jJlOO. To pay this sum, and with the 
hope of escaping service, as a minute man, to which he had been 
4^nrolled, he sold his place in Cornwall and bought a right of land 
in Bath, N. H., and one in Wat€|rbury. The right in Waterbury 
was purchased of a Mr. Steele, of New Milford, and deeded in 
1780. Soon after this he rnove(J to Bath and commenced a set- 
tlement, in the meantime, having buried his wife and marrie.d 
^gain. After livii;ig there some two years, he found the title 
to his ^and in Bath was jbad, and he resolved to begin a settle- 
ment in Waterbpry, having the assurance that several others 
W9uld begrin sett^ments aop^t the same time. Ip the spring of 
1783, he came op^ selected his ri^t^ which co;vered much of the 
|dt^ of the prjese^t village,* — cleared a sjnall mece ofland.be- 

♦This statement is p|X)bably according to the family tradition^ but is believed 

._,-__.^ . -^w_^L„_4_- ' 'thieirfQjiocr,. some' ^O^^eajfSAgp,' asserted .» 

idea o^ this aHedged ngl^t of his father. 
>y jibfe lawj^efs, tK*«WiH was abandon'*^, 
^ugh »t^f^t, :Mf;fiu9^ ^^ a ^QO^oo ftipoj^g U^^ f^^^- 
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tween the Grave Yard and the river, and having planted it to 
com, returned. In the fall he came and harvested his crop, put- 
ting it into a rude crib for next years use. The next spring he 
came with his family to the old Fort in Corinth, where he left 
his wife and *five of his eight children, and came on to Water- 
bury with the remaining three, viz : — ^Eliap, James and Irene, — 
making the journey on snow-shoes and drawing his provision 
and effects on a hand sled. He took possession of the surveyors' 
cabin. 

To his dismay, he found the corn, so carefully stored the fall 
before, was nearly all gone. Bears, Indians or travelers, had 
taken well nigh the whole. We can hardly cenceive a condition 
more sad and dismal. Relying upon his supply of com, he had 
taken little provision with him and there was none in the shape 
of grain short of a return to Corinth. Hunting and fishing were 
his only resource. The last of May, having made an additional 
clearing, and nearly finished planting his com, he left his chil- 
dren and returned to Corinth for the remainder of his family — 
•xpecting to be absent one week, and leaving provision barely 
for that time. The children — as I have remarked — were Elias, 
a lad of about 15 years and who subsequently owned the place 
where Miss Electa Corse now resides and whose remains lie un- 
marked in our Grave Tard — Irene, a girl about 12 years old, who 
married a Mr. Coleman of TJnderhill and who died there in 1826, 
and James, a small boy, who lived for many years in the south 
part of Jericho, and who died there, February, 1865, nearly 90 
years old. After their &ther had left^ the children found they 
must put themselves on short allowance to bring the week 
through. The week ended and so did their provisions, but the 
, fiither did not return. Their only reliable means of subsistence 
then was the wild onions or leeks which grew in abundance on 
the intervale. To relieve themselves, they resolved to go down 
to the Falls to catch fish, having been told they were abundant 
there. In attempting to <$ross Waterbury River on a Button 
wood pole, the only means of crossing then, the sister lell into 
the stream and came near being drowned. After rescuing her 
they returned to their desolate cabin and to the sorry food of 
wild onions. Thus i^ej passed another week, but no father 
oame. Thinking they must certainly perish if they remained long- 
er, they left for their nearest neighbor, Mr. Jesse McFairlaine, who 
had settled, that spring, on the Jones farm in Richmond. On 
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their way down, a huge bear met them near the present resi- 
dence of Capt. H. Sherman, but their hunting dog, which had 
been left with them, soon worried him up the side of the 
mountain and they passed on in safety to Mr. McF's., where 
they were most kindly received and cared for. They were so 
nearly starved, that it was some time before it was safe for them 
to eat a full meal. 

After about three weeks unavoidable absence, the father 
with the mother and the rest of the family, returned. Driven 
almost to desperation by his delays, and filled with the deepest 
anxiety, he thinks his worst fears are realized as he enters his 
cabin and finds it desolate, and the cold, gray ashes on the mde 
hearth, tell him it has been desolate for several days. Surely 
his children have perished in the woods or have been devoured 
by the wild beasts. A young man, who had accompanied them 
from Corinth, was immediately sent to Mr, McFau'laine's to see 
if the children were there. They were found, and before night 
the family were all together again. The son James, who so long 
survived the rest of the famUy, and from whom these particulars 
were learned, said the meeting of the family was one never to be 
forgotten. The father had been up the stream, to look at his 
traps, at the beaver dams, of which he said, there were then 
three between the river and the site of the present mills. Re- 
turning he met his son, bounding with boyish glee through the 
woods to meet him. Clasping him in his arms, with tears streaming 
fi*om his eyes, he exclaimed, ** Bless the Lord ! my children are 
alive — ^my children are alive," — and such was his excess of joy 
at seeing them alive, that it was many hours before he could 
cease weeping. 

During this first sunmier, this family with eight children, 
lived many weeks on wild onions, cooked in the milk of their one 
Gow, the fisither often gone for many days, in the fruitless en- 
deavor to procure provision. The only occasional relief they 
had, until their com was harvested, was in the killing of a moose 
or bear, which, in sunmier, could rarely be done. That summer 
Mr. Marsh built his log-house cm his clearing, a little to the west 
of the Grave Yard hill, and moved into it. His crop of com 
raised near the river, was fine — ^but aftier he had secured some 
twenty bushels of it, a flood came and destroyed the remainder. 
So that for nearly two years they lived much of the time, on the 
flesh of the moose, deer and bear^ — ^Much of the little grain they 
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had, which was procured in the settlements in Richmond, T^il- 
liston and Jericho, apd brought home on the back, was paid Iqr 
with the skins of these animals and those of the beaver. 

In the spring of 1785, Mr. Marsh was made glad by the copi- 
ing of the second settler — ^Mr. Ezra Butler. But as Mr. Butler 
left in the fall and did not return until the next spring, for nearly 
two years, Mr. Marsh with his family, was alone in this wilder- 
ness. After the arrival of Mr. Butler with his family, a year and 
^ half more dapsed before another settler came. March 29th, 
1788, Mr. Marsh we.pt to Richmond to meet and conduct to Wsl- 
t^ei^ury, its third settler, Mr. Caleb Munson. In the aftemoop 
hj9 prosed the river to Mr. Brownson's, to run some pe^'^ter 
sppofl^. Before h^ had finished his work, it began to be darjk, 
s^d as th0 :^o^h^r was mjjid and the river beginning to bref^ 
ifP, he w?M5 ivged to remain for the night. But he expressed ^ 
i^ong ^e^re to spejpd the everiing with the family who were to 
Ije his new i^^.>sg^!^9rs, and taking a long pole, he started to re- 
ti;\m. A cry of distress )vas soon hea;*d at the river, but before 
^iplp cQuld ^rri^^e, he bad disappeared under tl^e ice. His pol^e 
Y^ lying acro^ th/p bole, i^^to which he had fallen, but somehow 
^js grasp up9tn i^t was lopjt and t|ie current being strong, he was 
Qjvrried dojirp the river and hi^ bqdy was not fo]ind until several 
days after. He was buried a^t Richmond — only tjro of thp 
fdjf^ily, the plde^it son and daughter, could attend the funeral. — 
Ttjeir neighbor, Mr. Butler, accompanied them, and it is wdd, he 
^d tt^e son alternOjted it} carrying the daughter, i^uch of the 
ijray, on their bac^s, t^e mow being loo <^eep for her to walk. 

TbjB yhole st9try qf |jir. jWa^rs^, is a s^dly interesting qi^e. On 
account of pecuniary misfortunes elsewhere, he caipe into tl\e 
ifjilK^ppr^ess of pnr tojvn i5f,\^h a large family, an<J almost destitute 
^f ^ny means qf support, exqept ^ucb as l)is hai;id^ could supply 
frpm d^y to day, frq^a tjie fore^jb^^^d t^e 3ti;eams. Hea'e the jr li v,ed 
(px jtjWp year? if it!? ^9 ^^Vf}^y p.ea^er ^bsjn ^ep mile^ down the riy • 
f^X find al^out fi^yen n^i^^s up tl\e rjver, (Bfr. Thomas ISIe^d's^ in 
]j^*^^ llegejc.) Ilardly cap privations apd har(J -bips s.urpa^s wbat tjbey 
cij^^jir^il, jB^ppci^Jly ^}ftms Xhe dr.eary lyifiters of tjiese two year/J. 
P^^n Jth^" If er,e so ifpa;- ^|;arvij^, that wh^^ t;he c,hildrpn ^aw 
)M^^ 4!^PF f^MV^JW <iWP M^^ h^ tflnt, jfith a (jua^rter of 
^mf f^r d^Pr 9fl ^i^ ,^^^^Wr,y l^i^t W^? Vi ^^and tl^ey W9:^\d 
W^ ,to n?pp^ ^p .^n^; e»<* ,4^^We ? s'^c® fP^ Vm9^f 9pd CAst- 

\ji^,U ftp ^^ cpa^^ <P^.* WW5^? J^^^ ^aJ' '^ s? '? ^^^ 4^8n^^- 
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tion of starvation. He came to his mournful end just as settlers 
were beginning to come into town, and his own privations were 
giving place to the comforts of home. He seems to have been 
a hardy, resolute man. Bravely bearing up against a host of dif- 
ficulties and yet at times well nigh crushed beneath their burden; 
tears often starting irom his eyes as he looked upon his family 
and thought of their desperate, forlorn condition. Though he 
was removed, his family was cared for, his children becoming 
respectable, and some of them influential members of society in 
this and neighboring towns. 

After contemplating so long, this gloomy picture, it is pleas- 
ant to turn to a brighter page. The second settler of Waterbury, 
as has been already remarked, was Ezra Butler, afterwards so 
well known as a Minister of the Gospel, a Judge on the bench 
and as the Governor of the State. 

ilr, Butler was the son of Asaph Butler, and was bom in 
Lan<!kster, Worcester County, Mass., Sept. 24th, 1763. He was 
the fifth of seven children, four sons and three daughters. In his 
seventh year, his father moved to West Windsor, Vt., where his 
mother, whose maiden name was Jane McAllister, soon died, 
and where he spent the next seven or eight years, mainly in the 
family of his elder brother, Joel Butler. When about fourteen 
years of age, he went to live with Dr. Stearns, of Claremont, N. 
H^ as a laborer on his farm and with the exception of six 
months, in his seventeenth year, when he was a soldier in the 
army of the Revolution, he continued in the service of Dr. S., 
having almost the entire management of his farm, until he was 
of age. In 1785, having spent a few months previous in Weath- 
ersfield, he came to. .Waterbury in company with his brother 
Asaph, next older than himself They came to Judge Paine's in 
Williamstown, with an ox team — the rest of the way they came 
on snow shoes, drawing their effects on a hand sled — the sAow 
being three or four feet deep, and reached W. the 20th of March. 
It must have been a joyful day to the Marsh family, when these 
two young men with their hand sled, hauled up before their door. 
Their loneliness, in part at least, was ended. Mr. Butler and his 
brother immediately made their pitch, near where Mr. C. C. Corse 
now resides, and made a small clearing, planted it to com and 
returned to Weathersfield, where in June of that year, Mr. But- 
ler was married to Miss Tryphena Diggins. He soon returned 
and finding the title to the land on which he liad pitched, bad, 
be selected another right a little below the village, made a clear- 
3 
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ing, built a log house very, near the present residence of Deacon 
Parker, and in September of 1786, moved into it with his wife 
and child, and on that place, (now mainly owned by the State 
for the Reform School,) he spent the remainder of his eventful 
life. He and his wife made their journey from Weathersfield 
on horseback, much of the way by a bridle path, and in this way 
brought some of their effects deemed most necessary in the mat- 
ter of housekeeping. The brother who first came with him, set- 
tled in Richmond and 20 or 30 years after moved to the west. 

Mr. Marsh had subsisted his family, to a great extent, by hunt- 
ing and fishing, and into this pioneer life, Mr. Butler was soon 
initiated. Their meat was that of the moose, the deer and the 
bear, and in their pursuit they were often led far firom home, into 
the wilderness of neighboring towns and far up the mountain 
sides, not unfrequently camping out, the cold winter nights, to 
renew the chase in the morning. If faint with weariness and 
hunger, they were ready to despair and to return with efiipty 
hands, the thought of starving wife and children put new vigor 
into their limbs, new resolve into their hearts : nerved them with 
the energy of desperation. Food they must have or perish in 
its pursuit. It was a battle for life, for themselves and their fam- 
ilies, and bravely they fought it. It was a life ftill of thrilling 
incidents and adventures with which, had the story of them been 
treasured, a volume might be filled. By these hardships, the 
constitution of Mr. Butler was seriously impaired before he was 
thirty years old. 

As Mr. Marsh was drowned before the next settler arrived, Mr. 
Butler was properly regarded as the pioneer man of the town. 
Though a young man, he took a prominent part in all private 
enterprises and public movements. He built the first framed 
house in town — ^that so long occupied by his son, Mr. Russel But- 
ler,^ow owned by Dea. £rastus Parker. To him was issued the 
warrant to call a meeting of the freemen of Waterbury, in 1790, 
to organize the town, and at that meeting he was chosen Town 
Clerk. From this time the official life of Mr. Butler was a re- 
markable one. From this humble beginning he went through 
almost every grade to the Chief Magistracy of the State. A 
brief sketch of the official life of such a man cannot be out of 
place here. 

From 1794 to 1805, with the exception of 1798, he represent- 
ed the town in the General Assembly. In 1807, he was chosen 
both as a Representative and as a member of the Council ; and 
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by the record of votes, seems to have acted part of the time in 
one body and apart in the other.* In 1808, he was again elect- 
ed to the Council, and with the exception of 1813 and 1814 
when he was in Congress, he was annually re-elected to this 
body until 1826. In 1808, he was elected Assistant Judge of 
Chittenden County Court, Waterbury at that time belonging to 
that County, and was re-elected to that office the two follow- 
ing years. In 1806, he was elected Chief Judge of that Court 
and continued to hold that office until 1811. In 1811, Jefferson, 
now "Washington County, was organized and Judge Butler was 
elected Chief Judge of that County Court, and except the 
two years when in Congress (1813 and 14) and 1818, he held 
that office until 1825, when the Judical system of the State 
was changed to substantially its present form, when Judge But- 
ler was chosen First Assistant Judge of the Court. In 1804, 
he was chosen a member of the Council of Censors, and in 1822, 
a member of the Constitutional Convention, In 1804 and again 
in 1820, he was chosen a Presidential Elector. In 1812 he was 
elected a Member of Congress on the Republican Greneral Ticket 
along with James Fisk, Wm. Strong, Wm. C. Bradley, Richard 
Skinner and Charles Rich. In 1814, the candidates of the Fed- 
eral party were elected, entirely changing the delegation of Ver- 
mont. In 1826, he was elected Governor of the State and re- 
elected the foUoMring year, and each time without an organized 
opposition. Immediately after his second election he declined 
another election and at the close of that term retired from offi- 
cial life, having been in office without interruption, from the or- 
ganization of the town in 1790, often holding two or more impor- 
tant offices at the same time. 

In addition to these civil aad political offices, he was a commit- 
tee with Elijah Paine and James Whitelaw to fix the site for the 
first State House in Montpelier, — a commissioner in 1807, with 
Samuel Shaw, John Cameron, Josiah Wright and Slihu Luce to 
determine the place and plan for the State Prison, and subse- 
quently a commissioner to locate the State Arsenal. — He was a 
Trustee of the University of Vermont, from 1810 to 1816. In- 
deed, there was hardly an office of honor or trust in the gift of 
the people or Legislature that he did not fill. In this respect the 
career of Gov. Butler from an unlettered pioneer — (his schooling 

^The Conndlors being elected by general ticket, and the votes for Councilors 
being counted by Committee of the General Assembly, Mr. B. might have acted 
in the Assembly till the official announcement of his election to the Council— 
probably not after. 
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was limited to six months in his boyhood,) — ^from a hunter and 
trapper up through ahnost every grad^ of office to the Chief 
Magistracy of the State, is a remarkable one and has few paral- 
lels in history. These honors and trusts he won by his sterling 
sense and honesty and by his great energy and strength of will. 
Everybody felt that whatever trusts were reposed in him were 
safe — that whatever was given him to do, would be done, and so 
they always found it. 

Mr. Butler had a religious as well a political history, and the 
former was as marked and positive as the latter. When he came 
to Waterbury, he was an irreli&rious and profane young man, and 
not a little disposed to quarrel with certain great doctrines ; and 
so he continued for some three or four years. The story of his 
conviction and conversion is an exceedingly interesting one. At 
a time of the profoundest indifference in regard to religious 
things, when he did not know of a religious man in town, and 
before there had been a Gospel Sermon preached in it, his atten- 
tion was called to the subject of personal religion in the follow- 
ing singular manner. I give it substantially in the words of one 
who received it from his lips : — " Being obliged to work hard 
during the week, and there being no public worship in town 
which he could attend, if he desired, he was in the habit of 
spending much of the Sabbath in sleep. On a certain Sabbath, 
awaking from his sleep, he found his wife reading a pamphlet, 
and proposed to read it aloud for the benefit of both. The be- 
ginning and end of the pamphlet were gone and he never knew 
whence it came, what was its title, or who its author. But he 
found it treated of a subject which in former times had given him 
great perplexity, viz : — ^how a man could be blameable for a dis- 
position which he did not create. He would admit the justice 
of God in punishing overt acts, but not wrong propensities. — 
The author he was reading, made it appear that we are justly 
condenmed for wrong dispositions, as well as wrong actions. — 
Alter reading awhile, he exclaimed to his wife, ' If this is true, 
we are undone.' In a moment all the convictions he had former- 
ly had, returned upon him and he was cast into the deepest anx- 
iety. After days of profoundest darkness and sharpest distress, 
bordering on despair, (the story of which I have not space to 
tell,) he was brought into the clear light and liberty of the Qob- 
peL His feet having been set in the way of life, he walked cir- 
cumspeotly in that way to the end.** His was the first conversion 
in Waterbury. A few days after his conversion, Rev. Mr. Call, a 
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Baptist clergyman from Woodstock, came along and preached 
the first sermon preached in Waterbury. About a ^year after 
this he was baptized by the Rev. Mr. Call, and united with the 
Baptist Cuhrch in Bolton. At the organization of the Baptist 
Cuhrch in Waterbury, in 1800, or 1801, Mr. Butler was ordained 
as its Pastor, and amid the multitude of his civil oflSices, he con- 
tinued to discharge the duties of this office, until within a few 
years of his death and that without salary or remuneration. In 
all the conflicts of party politics and all the labors and perplexi- 
ties of official life, it is said the meekness, dignity and propriety 
of the Gospel minister never forsook him. He walked uprightly 
and with a serious christian deportment amid them all. Well 
may his children venerate his name and the community hold it 
in lasting remembrance. 

His form was slightly stooping, his complexion dark and sal- 
low, and his whole appearance quite unprepossessiog ; but his 
penetrating black eye, and the calm tones of his voice quickly 
told of intellect and will of no common order. He died, July 
12th, 1838, in the 76th year of his age. The character of Gov. 
Butler, and his connection with the early history of the town, 
is my apology for this prolonged sketch and digression. 

The third settler, was Caleb Munson. Efe moved from Tor- 
rington, Ct., in the spring of 1788, and settled up the river, near 
where Mrs. Amy Woodward resides. He subsequently moved 
across the river. About the same time Mr. Richard Hoi den set- 
tled on the place where Dr. Fales resides, — ^Amos Waters on the 
interval now owned by Mr. Sylvester Henry, and Reuben Wells 
on the street near the present residence of Mr. Bebee. In 1788, 
Mr. Stiles Sherman and Mr. Jonathan Wright came into town. 
Mr. Sherman, from Hoosic, N. Y., made his pitch and built a log 
cabin on the place wheive he so long lived, — ^the place recently 
owned by Mr. L. Bebee, — now owned by Messrs. Thompson, — 
and the next year moved on with his family. In 1790, March 
2nd, Mr. Jason Cady moved into town from Shelbum, Mass., and 
settled near the arch bridge. He and Mr. Sherman soon opened 
their log houses for the entertainment of travelers.* About this 

4FMr. Sherman was not only one of the worthy pioneers, but was esteemed 
one of the most enterprising, public spirited, substantial citizens. Having: built 
a suitable house, and for that time a large one, he opened it as a tavern, and kept 
it open lo entertain travelers, many years, lie died at a ripe old age, on the same 
farm which he took in the state of natural forest, and left m a good state of im- 
provement. By their kind and unwearied attentions to the sick and the needy. 
Mr. and Mrs. Sherman rendered inestimable services to their widely dispersed 
neighbors. Long may they be held in grateftil remembrance. 

4 
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time or earlier, Dr. Daniel Bliss, the first physician, settled ne^ 
Waterbury River bridge. The same yej^r, Jonathan Wright,^ 
irom Williamstown, Mass., built a house near the residence of Al- 
bert Dillingham, being the first that settled away from the river 
unless a Mr. Smith had settled earlier on the hill near the resi- 
dence of Mr. Geo. Steams. In 1791, there were 93 inhabitants 
in town. In 1793, when Ebenezer Corse, father of E. W. Corse, 
moved into Duxbury, there were fifteen families in Waterbury. 
In addition to those above named, Mr. John Craig had settled 
near where Mr. Remington lives, — ^the farm owned by Gleo. W. 
Randall and occupied by Wm. Humphrey. Col. Kennan, 
who became one of the prominent men of the town, had. made 
an opening and built a house where Mr. E. Moody now resides — 
a Mr. Isaac Wilson was living near the site of the Waterbury 
Hotel. — Mr. Elias Marsh was married and lived as has been re- 
marked, near the residence of Miss E. Corse. Mr. Phillip Bart- 
lett, who had married the widow of Mr. Marsh, was living on the 
Hawley place, now, Oct. 1867, owned by Mr. H. Carter. The 
road, which originally ran across the interval near the river, had 
been opened substantially on the present line of Main Street. 

Dr. Daniel Bliss, the first physician of the town and repre- 
sented as an excellent man, was the first Representative. 

From about 1793, the town was settled very rapidly, so that 
in 1800 it had 644 inhabitants, having gained 551 in the previous 
nine years. Among those who came into the town during this 
period, were Dea. Asaph Allen and Mr. David Austin, both com- 
ing in 1796. Dea. Allen was a native of Bemardstown, Mass. 
He settled on the stream, a little East of the Centre, where Mr. 
Demerit now lives, where he spent the remainder of his long life, 
being one of the first to settle in that part of the town. Mr, 
Austin came from Connecticut and settled on the place now own- 
ed by Mrs. Job Dillingham. Previous to this time though, the 
town had been settled more than ten years, and the inhabitants 
had now become quite numerous; there had been no regular 
meetings on the Sabbath, indeed no meetings at all, except as a 
Missionary or Minister passing through might preach an occa- 
sional sermon. These two men, having had their discipline in the 

4FMr. J. Wright, a brother-in-law of Mr. Sherman, another of the pioneers com- 
ing into Waterbury the same year, was one of those sturdy, resolute men of whom 
not a few followed in the early years of our town. He also, was a man of consid- 
erable note in his time; lived to an advanced age and died where h)B first settled 
some half century prior. Mr. Sherman and Mr. Wright were the fourth and fifth 
in the order of tiine, to seek their fortune and homes for life, in this particular 
ftnd delightfU vale of tibe Wlnooski. 
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straight and orderly ways of Connecticut and Western Massa- 
chusetts, could not consent to live and bring up their families in 
this semi-heathen way. They immediately set themselves to 
work, in connection with a few others of like mind, and soon 
established regular meetings on the Sabbath, and from that time 
BO far as I can learn, there has been no interruption of public 
worship on the Sabbath to the present day. 

In the year 1800, in connection with the labors of Rev. Jede- 
diah Bushnell, then a Missionary from Connecticut, subsequently 
for many years pastor of the Congregational Church in Com- 
w^U, Vt., and of others, occurred the first general revival in 
town. As the result of this and at nearly the same time, the 
Congregationa lists. Baptists and Methodists organized Churches. 
The Congregational Church was organized by Mr. Bushnell, Ju- 
ly 10th, 1801. Not far from that time, probably a little earlier, 
Gov. Butler was ordained as a Gospel Minister and chosen pas- 
tor of the Baptist Church. As the early records of that Church 
and also of the Methodist Churr>h are not to be found, little can 
now be learned of their early History.** At the organization of 
the Congregational Church, the following persons constituted its 
members : — Asaph Allen, David Austin, Hugh Blair, Edward 
Bates, Moses Bates, David Town, Amos Slate, Samuel Slate, 
Thos. Kennan, Zebulon Allen, Mary Austin, Jane Blair, Ruth 
Rich, Lydia Town,E8ther Slate and Bathsheba Slate,— ten males 
and six females. Thos. Kennan and David Town were received 
on profession and were baptized. The organization was comple- 
ted by choosing Asaph Allen, Moderator and Thos. Kennan, 
Clerk. In Nov, following, Mr. Allen, who had been a deacon in 
his native town was elected the first de^on of the Church and 
in December, David Austin, was elected as the second deacon. 

December 22, 1802, the Church voted to call Rev. Jonathan 
Hovey to settle over them, in the gospel ministry. On account 
of certain difficulties raised by the town with reference to 
the minister's right of land, Mr. Hovey was not ordained un- 
til September 1st, 1803. Mr. Lyman, of Brookfield, preached 
the Sermon, the services being held in a building erecte^i for a 
County Grammar School and which stood a little back of the 
site of the Congregational Church. Mr. Hovey labored with 
the church, before and after his ordination, about five years. He 
was dismissed for want of adequate support, Dec. Slst, 1807. — 
Mr. Hovey was bom in Mansfield, Conn., 1768. His first profes- 

^S«e Appendix. 
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sion was the law, which he practiced awhile in his native town 
and then in Randolph, Vt. He was nearly forty years old when 
he entered the ministry. His first settlement was at Waterbury. 
After leaving W. he was settled in Piermont, N. H., where he 
remained until. 1817; his last labors were in Wolcott, N. Y., 
where he died in 1827, aged 71 years. He possessed a clear, 
strong mind, — was more remarkable for sternness and rigor, than 
for benignity and affability, — had more power to convince 
than to win, — to gain respect than affection. While in W., he 
lived mainly in the Kneel and District in the house where Mr. A. 
Murray now resides, which house he built. His meetings were 
alternately in his own neighborhood, in barns and private houses 
and in the School house at the Street, or " at the River," as the 
village was then termed. Krom the dismission ot Mr. Hovey, 
for the space of eighteen years, the Congregational Church was 
destitute of a Pastor, and of the stated preaching of the Gospel. 
During this time, meetings were regularly held on the Sabbath, 
Dea. Allen taking the charge and Gen. Peck, a prominent citizen 
of the town, father of the late Hon. L. B. Peck, ordinarily read- 
ing the sermons.* Thus the fire was kept alive on the altar 
through all those long dreary years, until a better day dawned. 

In 1802, the first successful merchant of Waterbury, Mr. Am- 
asa Pride, established himself in the place and opened a store. — 
A. Mr. Famsworth and a Mr. Yeomans, the latter from Alstead, 
N. H., and who died in this place, in 1803 or 4, had opened small 
stores, but had done little business. Mr. Pride was a native of 
Newington, Conn., but was then from Brookfield, Vt. He was 
a young man almost destitute of means ; but by his good sense, 
energy, enterprise and integrity, he became for wealth, character, 
public spirit and influence, a leading man in community. He 
outlived for many years, nearly all his associates and died Aug. 

♦Gten. Peck came from Calais, after a short residence there, to Waterbury, but 
was a native of Massachusetts. His intelligence and good common sense, and his 
social, genial and dignified manner, soon secured him the estimation of all, as a 
man the people wouW honor. Many of the offices of the town were conferred on 
him. He was twice elected its Representative. In 1818, he was elected Chief 
Judge of the County Court. He was High Sheriff several years. In 1818, his 
name was placed on the general ticket for members of Congress, nominated by 
Che Legislative Caucus, but, through the powerful but personal opposition of Mr. 
Van I^s, who supported Ezra Meach, €ren. Peck was defeated. He held the of- 
fice of Assessor of U. S. Taxes, an appointment by the U. S. Government. 

As Brig. Gen. of Vt Militia, he was with his command at the Battle of Platts- 
burgh, Sept. nth, 1814. 

ae was elected to the State Council in 1826, served through the session of that 
year, and died Dec. of that year, at Burlington, Mass. Having been to Boston 
on business, and returning home he was suddenly prostratred by sickness and 
died before any of his faimly could see and administer to him. ms ftmeral was 
attended in Waterbury by a larwd ooncourse of people, anxious to testify their 
lespeet to the i«mains of Urn ^om they had honored while liTing. AgfA 58. 
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1872, aged 86 years. In 1805, Dan Carpenter, h yo»»ri^ lawyer 
from Norwich, opened the first law office in UpM'w. Mr. Carpen- 
ter immediately became a prominent citizen in the town and a 
leading lawyer and a prominent man in all the re)^ioh. He was 
identified with the history of the village and t<:^\*^ir for nearly 
fifty years. There was hardly an honor whicli h\H fellow citizens 
conld bestow or a trust they could repose, which he <iid not re- 
ceive at their hands. For 14 or 16 years he rof^resented the 
town in the Legislature, and for many years whs -a .Judge of the 
County Court. Judge Carpenter died, Dec, 18i'»2, aged 77 years. 
About the same time that Judge Carpenter c.-nne, Mr. Roswell 
and Mr. Cephas Wells took up their residence in tov^n and were 
numbered among its valuable citizens. About the Mame time 
Mr. Paul Dillingham, father of Gov. Dillingham, settled near the 
Center.* But time would fail in mentioning nM«ieb [worthy of 
record. At this time the town was settled, more or less, through 
nearly its whole extent. Mr. Bickford was tlie /irst settler on 
Indian Hill, followed soon after by Mr. Isaac Paiker, father of 
Dea. E. Parker. Mr. Silas Loomis was the first w[ Loomis Hill. 
He commenced where his son Elam now lives, io 1797, having 
resided in the south part of the town one season previou8.t 

*Dea. Paul Dillingham, a native of Worcester County, 3las6., bora Oct. 1759, 
served 3^ years in the war of the Revolution, afterwards settled and lived in Shutes- 
bury, Mass., ftom which town he came to Waterbury, arriviniz March 5, 1805, 
and settled a little north-east the Centre Village. He continue •! or» theaame farm 
to thy time of his death, July, 1848, at the age of nettS'ly 8P years. Dea. D. rear- 
ed a ;ar-re family of children of whom eight were Kviug when h^: moved into W. 
Three sons. Gov. Dillingham, (then in his 6th year,) Hoi ton and Geo. W., are now 
livlnL. Job, an elder brother, a highly esteemed citizen, and \ouu an exemplary 
member of the Church of which his father was a worthy IJoocon. und of which 
his brother George was also Deacon at a later period, died Nov., IS6!?, aged 81 years. 

tMr. James Bryant commenced on the farm now owned b.v J .''wis Clark, north 
east the Centre Chapel, in 1793; Stephen Jones settling 3 or t years later on a 
lot next north of his. Mr. Geo. Scagel began in 1 794, where Noah Robinson re- 
sides, and lived there to the time of liis death at an advance*! siiro. Capt. Jonps 
also lived to an advanced age. Both these last named were mmx} yr-ars, inflnen- 
tiai members of the Methodist Church and well known citiy.fn.-. Mr. Bryant died 
many years previous. 

Joshua Hill, one of the first to settle in town, began on th:it pia-^c iong known 
by his name, probably in 1791; lived there more than thirty ycar.«, but moved to 
another part of the town some years l:>efore his death, at a r-iro old age. Mr. Bas- 
ford was probably the first to settle ou Waterbury river, in that beautiful vale 
above the mills. He was succeeded by Mr. Calkins, the fatbo- of n large family, 
the most of his children being sons, several of whom built teneuients around the 
mills which were originally built by one of them. Rev. Charles Calliins. These 
Mills were built about 45 years ago, or about SO years subsequeut ro the first Saw 
and Grist Mill on Thatcher's brook, (the name by which thi.« str.'nm was known 
as early as 1795,) on which Mill Village now stands. 

About 1802 or 1803, Timothy Claflin from Croyden, N. H., i.iovcd on to the farm 
north of the Loomis farm, now owned by Geo. Miles— about 1 805 or 6, Abel De- 
Wolf flrom Conway, Mass., moved on to the farm now owned by Daniel Stevens. 
In 1807 or 8, Capt. John DeWolf moved on to farm now owned' by Alfred Demer- 
it, built a log house and a very nice framwl barn which is nov standing. Daniel 
H. Nelson made a beginning bn the north lot in Waterbur, in 1798. Simeon 
Woolson commenced on the farm now owned bv C. S. Wrisl<»v. nrxt, south of ^ 
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The first School House was built at a very early day, and 
stood near where the Rail Road crosses Stowe Street, — and in 
this house nearly all the meetings of the Village were held. — 
About 1801, a building for a County Grammar School, to which 
allusion has been made, was put up and covered, — ^the expense 
being defrayed by private subscription ; — but the town declining 
to do anything, as a town, to aid in its completion, the building 
was sold, moved across the street and turned into a hotel, which 
was subsequently burned. Regarded from our present point, of 
view, the action of the town in refusing to aid this enterprise, 
whatever may have been its immediate cause,' was most unfortu- 
nate. The influence for good upon all the best interests of the 
town, which such a Schodl as was contemplated would have had, 
can hardly be over estimated. From nothing has the town suf- 
fered more, for the last forty years, •than from the want of such 
a school. It is now its great imperative want. Surely, in its 
short sigrhted action, the town knew not what it did — what a 
power for good it was putting from it. 

The first school taught in town was a private school, taught by 
the daughters of Mr. Reuben Wells. They were very small in 
stature, and though young ladies, were sometimes mistaken, by 
strangers, for children, of which amusing incidents are told. — 
Their father was the first tanner in town. Seth Chandler, broth- 
er-in-law of Dr. Bliss, was the first blacksmith ; he lived near the 
present residence of C. Raskins, and was killed by the fall of a 
tree, while clearing land near his house. A Mr. Warren, grand- 
father of Rev. Daniel Warren, is said to have done the first Car- 
penter work in town. A Grist and Saw Mill were put up about 
1792, by Mr. John Carpenter from New Milford, Conn. Mr. 
Munson, Mr. Cady and Mr. Knapp doing the work — Mr. Mason 
was the first miller. These mills were on or very near the site 
of the saw mill in Mill Village. Polly Butler, Eldest daughter 
of Gov. Butler, born Oct, 23, 1788, was doubtless the first person 
bom in town. The first male child was probably Tilman Wright, 
who died in 1842. The first marriage was that of Mr. Philip 

Loomis farm, about 1798. Stanton Fiink commenced on the farm where his 
daughter, Mrs. Smith, now lives, about 1798. David Atkins commenced on' the 
fturm now owned in part, by Wm. Kneeland, in 1796. Israel Thatcher commenced 
on the Godfrey place, so called, about the year 1808, and removed to western N". 
Y. about 1812. There had been a small improvement on the Broderick farm pre- 
vious to 1808, when Robert Broderick moved there and lived there till August 1866, 
when he died. Soloman Newcomb moved on to the farm now owned by Joseph 
Wheeler, Feb., 1809, and lived there till his death in 1845; there were no build- 
ings of any kind on the farm nor any land cleared. Otis Whitney commenced 
sm. the Colby place, so called, in 1807 or 8. Robert Parcher commenced on the 
fbrm now owned by C. C. Robinson, the first in that region. 
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Bartlett and Mrs. Marsh. Dr. Seth Cole, who so long practiced 
in Richmond, was the second physician in town.* Richard Hol- 
den, Caleb Munson and E. Butler wefe the first Selectmen— Ca- 
leb Munson first Treasurer — Elias Marsh first Constable — Phin- 
eas Waters first Highway Surveyor and Fence Viewer. 

It is a remarkable fact in the history of the town that it 
had no meeting house until 1824. Considering the importance 
and population of the town, and the fact that three Churches, 
with such fair promise, were organized so early ; probably a par- 
allel to it cannot be found in the state. Ordinarily in the history 
of New England towns, one of the earliest facts recorded is that 
of building a house for the worship of God. The history of Wa- 
terbury in this respect, is peculiar. For forty years after the set- 
tlement of the town and for twenty three after the organization 
of its three Churches, the Ark of God had no resting place. — 
The meetings were held in School Houses, private houses and 
bams. Several efforts were made to build a Union house and 
committees were appointed to locate it. Twice the stake was 
stuck — once on the brow of the hill near Mr. Lucius Marshall's — 
once near the East Store at the Centre — but for some cause, both 
projects fell through. 

On a certain day in the spring of 1823, Judge Carpenter and 
'Ht. Piide met and their conversation turned upon the matter of 
a Meeting House. They had taken active parts in the previous 
undertakings and felt that it was a great reproach to the town 
and a sad detriment that it had no place for public worship ; — 
they resolved that it should be so no longer, though neither of 
them then, was a professor of religion. That day they laid the 
matter before their neighbor, Mr. Roswell Wells, and found fro^pa 
him a hearty response, and before the day closed these three men 
had combined together and the matter of building a Meeting 
House was settled. If need be they had resolved to do it at 

their own expense,! 

♦See Appendix, 

tThe folio wiiij^, maiiil}' copied from attested records, will give tlie reader a satls- 
tory understandinj^ of the public proceedings leading to the building of the first 
Meeting House iu Waterbury. 

A form of ajijreement for a building association was drafted by H. F. Janes, Esq., 
and was signed by 38 substantial citizens, — among them were men of various 
creeds. As the result of this association was important, marking an era in the 
history of the town, a copy of this agreement and tlie signatui'es is given as 
follows : — 

" We the subscribers, inhabitants of Waterbury and vicinity, do hereby volun- 
tarily associate and agree to form a society by the name of Waterbury Meeting 
House Society, in Waterbury, for the purpose of building a Meeting House in 
said town of W„ according to the first section of an Act entitled an Act for the 
support of the Gospel, passed Oct. 26, 1798. And it is hereby expressly under- 
stood that no tax or assessment la to be imposed on the list of the polls and rate- 
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The house was erected and finished in 1824, and was dedica- 
ted to the woi*ship of God near the close of that year, Mr. Chan- 
dler, of Waitsfield preaching the semion. 

able cstiite of the persons hereby associutinfj, nor any member of said Society be 
compelletl to pay any more towartls the builrlinjr of said Meeting House than he 
voluntarily consents to. 

In Witness whereof we have hereunto severally set our names. 

Dated Waterbury, this 4th day of April, A. D". 1828. 
Stiles Sherman, Enoch Bean, Amos Derainp, Roswell Wells, Heman Sherman, 
Sylvester Henry, James Smalley, Henry F. Janes, Samuel Dutton, Amasa Pride, 
Samuel Parcher, Horace Atkins, Wm. Eddy, Mason Carpenter, Samuel Bryant, 
Purchis Brown, Nathan T. Barron, Leander Hutchins, David Dutton, Ezra P. 
Butler, Oliver Strickland, Charles R. Cleaves, Georj^e Atkins, Asa Austin, O. "W. 
Drew, Henry Atkins, Cephas Wells, Jotham Rotibins, Avery Sherman, Jesse Calk- 
ins, Jason Cady, Jr., Dan Carpenter, O. C. Rood, Warren Murray, James 
Richardson,, Jared George, Sales Hawley, Seth Munson. 

Waterbury, May 5th, 1828. 

Waterbury Meeting House Society met, agreeable to previous notice, at the 
School House in the first School District in Waterbury and proceeded to choose 
Dan Carpenter, Moderator, Henry F. Janes, Clerk, and P. Dillingham, Jr., Clerk 
pro tern. 

On motion, Henry F. Janes and O. W. Drew were appointefl a committee to re- 
port By-Laws for the Society by the next meeting of the same. 

On motion. Resolved that a Committee of five lT»e appointed to examine the pla- 
ces in conteH\plation for setting the Meeting House, the sum for wliich the land 
can be obtained, to make a plan of a house, the probable expense of building the 
same and the terms and manner of payment, and make report to this Society at 
their next meeting. 

And on nomination, Amasa Pride, Sylvester Henry, Horace Atkins, Roswell 
Wells and Dan Carpenter were appointed a Committee for tl»e i)urpose aforesaid. 
When on motion voted that this meeting stand ac^journed to Thursday, the 15th 
day of instant May, at this place on 6 o'clock P. M. A true recoixl of the pro- 
ceedings. 

Attest, H. F. JANESi perk. 

At the next meeting of the Society, the (Committee reported By-Laws.' After 
designating the name of the Society, the Officers and their duties. Article 6lh 
reads as follows : — 

6th. The First (Congregational Society in the town of Waterbury, shall have 
the right to the use and occupancy of the Meeting House when built, in all cases 
when wanted by sai<l Society for religious meetings. But when not wanted by 
said Society for the purpose aforesaid; any other' Christian Denomination shall 
have right to occupy said house for social worship, by making application to 
some person to be appointed by the Society for that purpose, in said Waterbury, 
and when more than one denomination shall apply for the use of said house at 
the same time, the first applying shall have the first right. 

Article 7tli. Tbe Meeting House shall be opened for Funenils at all times, both 
on the Sabbath and other days, atid the friends of the deceased shall have liberty 
to invite a minister of any denomination to attend and preach on such funeral 
occasion as they may think proper. These articles were adopted. 

At this meeting held May 15, 1828, the plan of the house reported by the Com- 
mittee was adopted ; also the location, though that was afterwards changed by 
general consent: 

The terms of payment for pews >vere also adopted at this meeting and a vote 
passed to proceed immediately to the sale, by bidding for choice of pews, the ap- 
praised price having been previously affixed to each one on the plan. The names 
of purchasers were then written on each as sold. At the next meeting of the So- 
ciety held June 8d, 1828, Roswell Wells was chosen Treasurer. Vote<l to choose a 
committee of three to superintend the building, — Amasa Pride, Roswell Weills 
and Dan Carpenter were chosen said committee. The sale of pews wais then pro- 
oeeded with in the same manner as at the previous meeting. There wa.s another 
meeting for the sale of pews, June 17th, 1828. 

. After these several sales, five or six pews remained unsold, the appraised value 
of which amounted to between $280 and $290. These pews the committee to^ 
at their appraisal, in addition to those they had individually bought. Mr. Pride 
deeded the land for site in consideration of $150. He also deeded a piece of land 
near to this for a mere nominal sum, to enlarge the burying ground. 

•After the dedication of the house, Kev. Charles Calkins supplied the pulpit most 
of the time previous to Mr. Warren's coming into town. 
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The building of this house marks an era in the history of the 
Congregational Church and of the town. All honor to the mem- 
ory of the men who set the work forward and with resolute hearts 
and open hands carried it to completion. 

The house thus built, was not long unoccupied. Soon after 
its dedication a young man, just graduated from Bangor Theo- 
logical Seminary, stopped for the night at the hotel, then kept by 
Mr. Pride ; — ^learning that Rev. Mr. Blodgett of Jericho, with 
whom he had been acquainted, was to preach on the ensuing 
Sabbath, he concluded to stop and hear him. Mr. Blodgett did 
not come and the young man was asked to supply the pulpit — ^he 
^consented, and thus the Rev. Daniel Warren preached his first ser- 
mon and began his 13 years work in Waterbury. All were pleased. 
He was asked to remain, and in a few months he had a unani- 
mous call to settle over them and was ordained Pastor of the 
Church, Dec. 7, 1826. From that period every thing has worn 
a new aspect in town. Mr. Warren was dismissed June 26, 1838.* 
There were two revivals during his ministry, extending through 
the town,— one in 1826-7, the other in 1835-6.t In 1832 and 1833, 
the Baptists and Methodists built meeting houses at the Center. 
During this period, 1^^1836, the Methodist Church at the village 
was organized ; their house of worship was erected in 1841. The 
Free- Will Baptists built their house on Waterbury River, five 
or SIX years later. 

With the building of the houses of worship we cease to have 
to do with early settlement and settlers of Waterbury, — and the 
work we proposed is done. I have spoken of the sufierings of 
the first settler and his family. They were peculiar — ^bul all the 
early settlers endured hardships difficult for us to conceive. The 
labor of clearing 'the forests from the hills and meadows, now so 
smooth and easily tilled, was immense. Their houses were rude 
log cabins — often with hewn plank floors and windows equally 

*Rev. J. F. Stone was installed Jan. 6th, 1839, dismissed June 9th, 1847. Rev. 
A. G- Pease began to labor with the Church the first of Au^., 1847 — was installecl 
Sept 5th, 1849, dismissied Jan. 26th, 1853. Rev. C. C. Parker bej?an liis labors thie 
first Sabb.ath in June, 1853, was installed Jan. 7th, 1854 — dismissed Jan. 16, 1867, 
the dismission taking effect after the second Sabbath in March following. 

tThese were probably the most general and extensive revivals, pai'ticularly the 
last> in the history of the town, and their results, both as respects the number of 
individuals and the marked and permanent influence upon the character of the 
subjects, and their influence on community generally are widely felt to this day. 
Different denominations united in fVequent meetings in harmony and communion 
-of christian fellowship, each receiving considerable accessions to their numberai 
In the last mentioned revival the village was chiefly interested. Elders Pier and 
Foster taking a prominent part in the services of the large meetings held on al- 
most every evening of the we^. 
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primitive — ^their furniture was the rudest and scantiest. Their 
roads were rough un wrought paths, the natural obstacles very 
great. They had no mills: the nearest for several years 
were in Jericho, some fifteen miles away, to which often, they 
carried their grists on their backs. Much of the com used, 
was ground in wnat were called plumping mills — a contrivance 
made by burning and cutting a hole into a solid stump and 
pounding it there with a weight attached to a spring pole, ar- 
ranged after the fashion of a well sweep. At the close of the 
day, it is said, the sound of these mills could often be heard 
through the whole settlement — preparing for the meals of the 
coming day. Their food always, was the plainest and simplest — 
often for the want of this with their large families, they suffered 
exceedingly. 

As, from year to year, with glad if not thankful hearts, we 
come around the festive board, it may interest us and do us good 
to know how the first Thanksgiving was kept in Waterbury. On 
that day, 1786, the year that Mr. Butler moved into town, he 
called on Mr. Marsh and said to him, " This is Thanksgiving day ; 
how shall we keep it ?" Mr. Marsh, in his wilderness life, had 
lost the run of such days and this was news to him. He replied 
that his family were almost destitute of food, and he was in a sad 
condition to keep such a day. Mr. Butler proposed that they 
try their fortune at moose hunting. For such an entei'prise Mr. 
Marsh was always ready. After a few hours hunt a moose was 
found cropping the wild grass near Alder Brook, the stream that 
runs from the Center and empties into Waterbury River. He 
was quickly dispatched, and each with a quarter on his shoulder 
made haste to his home, and that night, with their households, 
they ate a most bounteous, joyful Thanksgiving supper. With 
all our abundance and variety, in our pleasant, cheerftil homes, 
it is doubtftil whether this day has ever been kept, with truer joy 
or more unfeigned thankfulness, than in these log cabins, on this 
moose meat, it was first kept by these hardy pioneers of the 
wilderness. 

Amid countless hardships and privations, the first settlers laid 
the foundations of this conmiunity. It was not all done as we 
could have wished — ^not all with the wisest forecast of the future. 
But they did nevertheless, a great and stem work — ^into that 
work we have entered. They sowed, often in sadness, — we reap 
in joy. Their work is done— ours is yet on our hands. These 
hills and these valleys, the fertile soil of which they laid open to 
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the sun, with the river that winds among them and the grand 
settings of the mountains, were beautiful to them. They are 
beautiful, exceedingly beautiM to us. Yerily the lines are 
fidlen to us in pleasant places. We have a goodly heritage. 
As we consider the days of old and talk of the years of ancient 
times, and of what our fathers did, let it be our purpose, our high 
resolve, by fostering every worthy interest and enterprise, and by 
the" exercise of every manly and christian virtue, to transmit the 
heritage we have received — enhanced and beautified with every 
excellence, to the generations to come. The task God has given 
us will be quickly done. Let us do with fidelity, that God may 
be honored — community benefitted and our names held in affec- 
tionate remembrance. 
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SOLDIEBS IN TOR WAR FOB THE UNION. 

Ashley Eli, 9th I Flaherty Patrick, 2d D. dis Dec. 18^ 

Ayers Jerome, 10th B, com. 2d Lt., June Foster Wllber, 2d D, dis Oct 20-62 

15-65, wd July 1-64, July 9-64, Sept. 19-64 Freeman J D, 10th B, wd July 9-64 
Ayers Alfred x, 10th D, pris June 12-64, Fisher Augustus L, 18th I ■ 

died at Salisbury French Daniel N, 18th I 

Atherton Asa C, ISth I^ sgt, dis Jan 15-68 French Martin E, 18th I, wd 
Bickford Dennis A, 8th A, died Oct. 6-62 Gonio, Beig- 7th A des Sep 27-64 
Bickford Bobert S, 10th B Godfrey, Isaac, 10th B wd at Cedar Creek, 

Bickford BUey M, 2d D Oct. 19-64 

Bickford Hiram B, 10th D. died Dec. 1-64 Godfrev, Jacob, 10th B dis May 18-65 
Bragg Edmond C, 2d 6, killed at Cold Godfrey, Timothv C, 2d D dis June 2-62. 

EUirbor, June 8-64 Rein, 17th C 

Bragg James, 2d G, deserted Oct. 2-64 Oilman, Warren C, 2d D Corp, reduced 
Bragg Alonzo, 10th B to ranks 

Briggs James, 10th B, dis May 15-65 Gregg, Charles C, 2d D,Com 2d Lt May 
Brink W F, 2d D, re-enlisted Dec. 21-68 22-61 dism service July 2*2-62 
Brown Christopher B, 2d D Greeley, Allen, 10th B, died July 1-64, wd 

Brown George, Cav. G received at Cold Harbor, Va 

Brown C A, Cav. C, pro s^t Nov. 1-64 Green, Quincy A, 10th B wd Cold Harbor, 
Brown George. 10th B, died at Andeiv pro Seri^ April 11-65 

sonville, Jtdy 26-64 Griffin, Almon D, Ist S S F music 

BruitneU Thomas, 9th I, corp. reduced Guptil, Emery, 5th D re^nlisted, wd 
Bruitnell Wm, 2d D, wd at Fred'kburgh Gabarie, Joseph, 17 K 
Burley H S, 10th B, died of wds at Cold Glines, Hamilton, 10th B,died June 18-64 

EUirbor, June 20-64 of wds received at Cold Harbor, Va 

Bancroft C E, 18th I, com. 1st Lt. Sept. Grodfrev Lyman, 15th C re-enlisted into 

28-62, resiamed Jan. 8-68 17th C, died at Salisbury, Oct 2 64 

Brink C W, 13th [, dis Jan. 81-63 Godfrey, Nobles, 17th C 

Bissonctte Dennis, 17th K, wounded Goodwin, William, 17th K 
Camp Oscar, 8th G Guinan, Edmond, 3d Battery 

Carpenter Frank, 2d D Guptil, Charles C, 13th I, fe-en 8d Bat 

Carr Michael, Cav.C, re-enlistd Dec.28-63 Ser«i:eant, reduced Sept 1-64, promoted 
Carter Justin, 10th B, com. 2d Lt., Jan. Corporal Oct 1-64 

19-63, resigned Feb. 4-64 Guptil, Lorenzo B, 13th I re-enlisted 17th 

Center Greorj^e, 2d D, corp wd at Fred- K Corporal 

ericksburgh, transferred to Invalid C Grav, Milo K, 18th I 
Collins Charles N, 2d D, died Dec. 17-61 Griswold, H H, 13th I, Corp reduced pro- 
Conant Ezra W, 10th B, wd Nov. 27-68 moted Serij:t, rc-enlisterl 17th E Serg 
Crossett E C, 10th B, wd & dis Feb. 16-65 Gray, Darius A, 6th E, drafted 
t>ossett \V H, 10th B, wd, re-en in Regs. Gray, Ira S, 5th D killed at Savage Sta- 
Canc Martin, 10th B, died at Danville, tion June 29-62 

Jan. 29-65 Griffeth, Horace, 17 th K 

Carver Patrick, 5th D : Hutchins, (vhas A, 7th E, re-en Feb. 15-64 

Chase Amos C, 17th C, lost arm at Wei- Hutchins, WilHam H. 17th K 

don R. R., Sept. 30-64 Hakey, George 17th K 

Colby George H, 2d D,corp, re-enlisted Hart Fred A, 2(1 D 

Dec. 21-68, wounded, dis. Feb. 5-65 Hawley, Willis 17th K, Corporal 
Cave James B, 13 ch E, re-en. 17th E Henrv, George S, 17th K Corporal 
Conant Jos B, 15th C, died April 12-68 HenrV, J Edwin, 17th K, com 2d Lt Sept 
Crawford James, 13th I 22-64, killed at Petersburgh April 2-65 

Cree S E, 13th I Harris, Jr, Isaac. 15th C, dis June 19-68 

Chaffee Ransom, 2d A, drafted Hart, Leonard, 15th C 

Clark Wm, 2d D Humphrey, Charles 0, 13th I, Corporal 

Deline Albert, 2d D Henrv, Frank S, 17th K 

Deline John, 7th E, dis Oct. 15-62 Hall, William, 2d D, re-enlisted Dec 21- 

Dillingham Charles, 2d D, com. Capt. 63, deserted Feb 7-64 

May 22-61, MSi). 8th Jan. 18-62, Lt. Col. Hart, Alonzo, 2d D, discharged Feb 10-68 

Dec. 24-62, resigned Dec. 12-68 Hart, Frank, 2d D, re-enlisted April 19-64 

Dillingham Edwin, 10th B, Capt Aug. Corporal 

4-62, Maj. Jan. 17-64, killed at Winches- Henry, Martin L, Cavalry C, re-enlisted 

ter, Sept. 19-64 4th Hancock Corps 

Dalley Daniel, 10th B, transferred to D Henry, Wilbur E, 17th K, promoted 2d 
Dana Ed H, 10th B, wd Nov. 81-64 Lieutenant July 2-65 

Dodi?e Richard, 17th K Henry, William W, 2d D, com 1st Lieut 

Dwyer Thomas F, 10th B May 22, 61, Maj. 10th Aug 26-62, Lieut 

•Davis Oliver W, 15th C Col Oct 17-62, Col April 26-64, Brev Brig 

Demeritt Joseph H, 13th I Gren March 9, 65, wd Cold Harbor May 

Demmon H A, 18th I, trs to C Oct. 11-62 64, resigned Dec 17, 64 
DllUngham Henry, 17th E,di'dJ'ly 18-64 Hill, Daniel J, Cav C Sergt. wd at Get- 
Famliam G W, 2d D, des b^fVe le'vg state tys))urgh, transferred to Invalid Corps 
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Hill, Gieorge W, 4th 6, dis June 8, 62 Parker, Henry F, 2d D, dis May 29-62 
Hill, Julius F, 2d S S, trans to Inv C Phelps, Edward N, 9th I, Corporal re- 
Hovey, James O, 2d D, re-en Dec 21-68 duced, transferred to Veteran Corps 
Hubbard, George, 2d D, re-en Jan 1-68 Phillips, Uenry C, Cav C, Sergeant ro- 

Killed at Spotts'vania May 12-64 duced, promoted Sargeant 

Hunkine, Robert, 2d D, re-en Jan 81-68 Prescott, Carlos, 2d D, discharged July 

killed at Wilderness May 5-64 24-62, died of disease cont in service 

Humphrey, Mason, 5th N H, Com'd, Prescott, Leroy, 13th I 

Killed at Cold Harbor, Va, June 64 Pollard, L L, 8d G, dratted 
Huntley, Frank, 2d D, Corp, deserted at Ruffgles, Homer, 1st F, re-eu iu Car C 

Antietam Sept 62 wa, pro Corporal Nov 18-61, Sergeant 

Hawley, Beivjamin L, 17tl) H Rice, Greorge G, 10th, died at Alexandria 

Hutchins, H D, 2d D before joining regiment 

Janes, Henry, com Surg 8d .lune 24, 61, Rollins, Winslow C, 2d D deserted fh>iiL 

Surg LT S y March 26-63, Brey Lieut Gen Hospital 1865 

Col U S V March 18, 65 Ray George, 5th D 

Jerome, John, 10th B. discharged April Rowell, Alva, 18th I, re-en, killed at Wil- 

16-68, re-enlisted 17th K derness 

Jewett, Allen, 4th G, dis March 2-62 Sleeper, Curtis C, 2d C, discharged Nor 
Johnson, MarceUus B, 4th G, died Oct 7- 1-62 wd June 29-62 

62, of wd received Sept 15-62 at South Sleeper, Timothy T, 2d D, Cop dis Feb 

Mountain 5-63, (Ued Oct 11-68 of disease contracted 

Jones, John P, 8th E, re-en Jan 5-64 pro- in service 

moted Corporal July 5-64 Smith, Charles, 10th B, transferred to 

Jones, WilUam, 8th E, missed in action Invalid Corps July 1-68 

June 14-68 Smith, Clifford, 7th A, re^n deserted 

Jones, Daniel, 11th £,Jost arm at Win- Sept 27-64 

Chester Sept 19-64 . / Smith, George E, 2d D, wounded it Wil- 

Jones, James, W, 10th B wd and dis demcss 

Mav 15-65 Smith, Jerrv, 7th A, re-en and deserted 

Joslyn, Edwin, 2d S S E, died July 11-62 Sep 27-64 * 
Kirby, Edward, 7th A, mustered out Stinison, William H, 8d C, Jan 29-62, dis 

August 80-64 Feb ^-63, yrd June 29-62 

Kirby, Leander, 13th H Stone, Horatio G, 2d D, died of woundi 

Kellogg, John D, 18th I, dis Nov. 28-62 received at Wilderness May 4-64 
Lee, Ohas B, 10th B died of measles 68 Stone, John, Cay M, Saddler 
Lock, Sayles, 2d D, died April 26-62 Stone, Willard S, 2d D, killed at Wilder- 
Linnehen, James, 5th D, mustered out ness May 5-64 

June 29-65 Sawyer, John W, 10th B, deserted at 

Loomis, A J 10th B Brattleboro' May 28-64 

lAp<^> Charles, 17th K Seaver, Calvin £, 18th I, wd at Gettjs- 

Madigan, James, 9th I, deserted J an 19-68 burgh July 8-68 
Marshall, Henry L, 10th B, Corporal wd Smith, Hershall F, 18th I 

at Cold Harbor June 1-64 Smith, William C, 18tii 1 

MarshaU, Ira A, 2d D, dis July 16-62 Smith, William D, 13th 1 
Mason, Paul W, Jr, Cav C, lost arm at Stone, Orvand A, 13th I 

Gettysburgh Slocum, John R, 9th 

Moody, Dexter, 10th B Strong, Wayland A, 17th K 

Moody, Hartwell, 2d D Stearns, Frank, 17th C, died Jan 6«6i of 

Morey, Samuel, 2d D wds received in action May 12^4 

Morrisey, Michael 2d G, re-en in Cowan 'sTay lor, Edward, 10th B 

Battery Thompson, Lncian D, 10th B, Com 2d, 

Murray, Lucian M, 4th G, died Nov 8-62 Lieut Auu: 4-62, 1st Lieut Co G Dec 27-62, 
Martin, John, 8d Battery Capt Co I) June 17-64, killed at Cedar 

Martin, Dennis, 6th H, re-en March 1-64 Creek Oct 19-64 
Moffatt, Pliny H, Cav C, re-en Dec 28-63 Tatro, George, 10th B, died Dec 28-64 

promoted Sargeant Nov 19-64, promo- Turner, Burton C, 2d D, died Nov 5-64 

ted Com Sargeant Jan 21-65, trans- Turner, Chauncy, 2^1 D, drafted 

ferred to Co D Tate, Joseph, 5th D 

Marshall, James W, 18th I, Corporal Toban, John, 5th D 
Morway, Thomas, 18th H Wells, Edward, 5th, Band, dis Feb 20-62 

Martin, Patrick, 6th H Wells, Edwin H, 17th K 

Moody, Charles, 17th K Wells, Uenrv, 7th A, died Aug 9-62 

McCaffcry, John, 6th A Wells, William, Cav C, com 1st Lieut Co 

Nelson, Walter H, 10th B, wd Nov 27-63, C Oct 14-61, Cap Nov 18-61, M^. Oct 80- 

June 1-64 62, Col June 4-64, Brev Brig Gen Feb 

O'Connor, John, 4th I 22-65, Brig Gen Ma^ 19-65, Brev M^j 

O'Connor, Pat, 17th K, music Gen, wd July 6-62, Sep 18-68 

Parcher, Tabor H, 10th B, Corporal, dis- Wilson, George 1, 2d D 

charged July 6-64 Wood, Henrv M, 8th E, died Sep 18-68 

Parker,, Edwin 10th B, Corporal Wood, WilUam M, 8th E, died July 14-6ft 
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Woodward, Sidney, H, 10th B, wd at White, Liberty, 10th B trans to Inv C 
Cold Harbor, June 1-65, promoted Cor- Warden, Alexander, 2d D, discharged, 
poral April 1-64 re-enlisted into 5th 

Wright, Benjamin F, 2d D Woodruff, William C, 13th I 

Woodwai-d, George S, Cavalry C, killed Wooster, William A, 13th I 
April 8-63 Wrisley, Charles S, 15th C 

Woodward, Ira S, 10th B, wd at Cold York, John W, 2d, D, re-en color bearer 
Harbor June 3-63 for Gen. Wrij^ht commanding 6th Corps 

Woodward, Wm, 10th Bwd Cold Harbor Young, Hiram, 10th B, committed sui- 
June 1-64 cide June. 26-64 

Wooster, Charles B. 8d K, dis Oct 80-62 Young, Jos E, 10th B, wd at Spotts'vanm 
Wright, Hiram P, Cav C, wd himself York, George W, 2d K, drafted, died of 
Wrisley, Jacob, 2d D, re-en Jan 21-64 wds received at Wilderness, May 5-64 

TOWN REPRESENTATIVES. 

Daniel Bliss, 1792. 1798, none. Thaddeus Clough, 1886. 

Ezra Butler, 1794 to 1798. Paul Dillingham, Jr., 1887 to 1840. 

George Kennan, 1798. Wm. W. Wells, 1840. 

Ezra Butler, 1799 to 1805. Eliakim Allen, 1841. 

George Kennan, 1805-6. Henry Douglass, 1842-8. 

Ezra Butler, 1807. Wm. Carpenter, 1844-5. 

George Kennan, 1808. Thaddeus Clough, 1846-7. 

Asaph Allen, 1809. Charles C. Arms, 1848. 1849-50, none. 

George Kennan, 1810. Calvin Blodgett, 1851-2. 

John Peck, 1811. O. C. Howard, 1858. 

Sylvester Henry, 1812-18. Henry F. Janes, 1854. 1855, none. 

Dan Carpenter, 1814 to 1818. James Green, 1856. 

John Peck, 1818. John D. Smith, 1857-8. 

Dan Carpenter, 1819 to 1827. James M. Henry, 1859-60. 

Amasa Pride, 1827-8. Henry F. Janes, 1861-2. 

Dan Carpenter, 1829. Wm. W. Wells, 1863-4. 

Charles R. Cleaves, 1880. 1881, none. Wm. Wells, 1865-6. 

Amasa Pride, 1832. Ezra B. Fuller, 1867. 

Paul Dillingham, Jr., 1883-4; 1835, none. 

OFFICES HELD BY CITIZENS OF WATERBURY. 

Governors.-— Ezra Butler, 1826-27; P. Dillingham, 1865-66. LieutenafU 
Governor: P. Dillingham, 1862-68-64. CouncUorB; Ezra Butler, 1807-8-9^10-11-12 
15 to 26; John Peck, 1826; H. F. Janes, 1880-31-32-88-84. Senators: P. Dilling- 
ham, 1841-42-61 ; William Carpenter, 1848-49; James Green, 1854-55; Willimm W. 
Henry, 1865-66-67. Bepresentatives in Congress : Ezra Butler, 1818 to 15; H. F. 
Janes, 1884 to 37; Paul Dillingham, 1848 to 47; L. B. Peck, native of W., 48 to 52. 
Constitutional Convention: Richard Holden, 1798 Dan Carpenter, 1814; Esora 
Butler, 1822; Luther Cleaves, 1828; P.Dillingham, Jr., 1886; William Carpenter, 
1848; Eliakim Allen, 1850; Paul Dillingham, 1857. Judges of County Court: 
Ezra Butler, 1803 to 1825 except the years 18-14 and 18; John Peck, 1818; Dan 
Carpenter from 1827 to 1884; Henry Douglass, 1846-47 ; E. S. Newcomb, 1856-67. 
Council of Censors: Ezra Butler, 1806 ; H. F. Janes, 1848; William W. WelUi, 
1855. High ,'^herifs : John Peck, 1811-12-19-20-21-22-28 ; I. C. Brown,1859 and 1860. 
State Treasurer : H.F.Janes, 1888 to 1840. Jos. Moody, senator. 1853. 

Physioians.— i>aniel Bliss, Seth Colu, Calvin Deming, WiUiam Hollo way, Joseph 
Lewis, William Paddock, Stephen Pierce, O. W. Drew, H. H. BasfordjC. C. Anns, T. B. 
Downer, Charles H. Cleveland, Edward Mdlliken. Horace Fales, J. B. Woodward^ncins 
Kneeland, H. Janen, E. J. Hall, W. S. Vincent. J. E. Frink, L. H. Thomas, Homeo- 
pathist, B. F. Connant, Eclectic ; Williarii L. White. 

Attorkeys.— Dan Carpenter, H. F. Janc8, Paul Dillingham, B.C. Smitli, John Dean, 





Clergymkn.— ^dyenf., 1859, Daniel T. Taylor, I). Bosworth, Hector Canfield, W. H. 

Swartz ; Baptists, 1800, E. Butler; 1827, Samuel SeaburJ-. John Ide, Aaron Angler, Julius 
P.Hi - - - - - . -. _. - 

bard, 

Methodist Ministers stationed at Waterbury street, from 1835 to 1867; Bey. 
Orris Pier two years, K. M. Little one year, B. M. Hall two vears, P. P. Harrower two 
years, J. W. B.'Wood one year, George Whitney, one year, Charles H. Leonard one year, 
John D. White two years, W. M. Clnpp one year, J. F. Craig one year^ Hawley Bansom 
two years. John Kieman one year, D. P. Hulbard two years, Albmns Johnson one 
year J William A. Miller two years, Thomas Dodgson one year, J. Phillips one year, Israel 
Luce two yeare, Bicliard Morgan one vear, B. Hawley two jears, D. B. McKenzie three 
years, H. W. Wortheu 1867. 

Methodist Ministers stationed at Waterbury Center, or wlio have preached there du- 
ring the above period: Bevs. H. Foster, M. Townsend, Daniel F. Page, Thomas K[irby, 
Aaron Hall, Miles Fish, Samuel Hewes, Alexander Campbell. John Haslam, J. S. Mott, 
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C. F. Ford, R. McElroy J. A. CanoU, 0. 0. Bedell, S. M. MerriU, W. H. Tiifeny, A. S. 
Cooper, H. N. Munger, A. Cox, Robinson, I Luce, W. R. Puffer, George Whitiiev, J. M. 
Puffer. 

Merchants and Tbadbbs from the First Settlement.— Tim. Yeomans, 
Farmjworth, Hartwell, A. Pride, Lebbeus Sherman, Shennan & Pinny, Luther Cleaves, 
Charles R. Cleaves, Cleaves & E. Cari>eatcr, I>. Carpenter & Cleaves. L. Hutcliins & Co., 
Hutchins Ss Pride, Carpenter, Cleaves & Co, A. S. Richardson, Hutehiua, Wells & Cp, 

D. & W. Carpenter, L. <& George W. Hutjhins, George W. Hutchins & Co., Lyon, Anna 
& Co., P. Lyon & Co^ Farmers & Mechanics (at Centre), A. B. Prior, Goss <&*HutcUiiA, 
J. G. Stimson, B. F. Gtoss,, Gdss <fe Delano, S. C. Hutchins, Srim8on<& Arms J. B. Cristj, 
James Cristy, C. Graves, Iron and Hardware, E. G. Sviott <& Co., l*rotective Union 
Store; A. B. Braley, Drugs and Medicines; W. H. Woodward, Drugs and Medicinas, 
and Books; Dana and Brooks, Clothing; »T. D. Smith (Center), D. Tarbell & Co., Foetw 
& Co., S. D. Sturtevant, C. Bio Ij^.^rt, Clian Her <& Sturtevant, Chandler & Lamson, W. 
H. Woodward, C. N. Arms, J. G. Stira«*on, C & J. S. Graves, Hardware; Benjamin Bar- 
rett (Center), Goss and Knight, J. F. Lamson, D. M. Knights, J. F. Henry, Drugs and 
Medicines, Barrett & Gilman (Center), Wells and Arms, W. W. Wells (Center!, Leelanil 
& Ashley, J M. Henry <& Sons, J. F. Henry & Co.. W. J. Sawin, Howden Colby & Co., 
N. K Brown, Books; A. Lyon (Centre). A. H. Wells, Clothing: L. H. Haines, M. JC. 
Knight, W. H. Ashley, Gros, F. C. Stone & (>»., Haines & Richardson, J. W. Moodj, 
Books; Wyman & Smith, GhBO.Simpson, Jeweller; Henry, Johnson & Co., Henry Ss Co., 

E. D. Scagel, Drugs and Medicines. 

Methodist Churoh.— This church was organize 1 by Elder Stebbins, it is said, aboat 
the year ISO), consisting of the following namivl individuals: Thomas Guptil Ist Clau 
Leader, and wife, John Henderson and wife, Timothy Parcher and wife, John Jones, 
David Straw and wife, John Hudson and wife, Joseph Fiske <& wife, and Simeon Woolson 
and wife. The year following Steplien Jones and wife, George Scagel (subsequonUj 
many years Class Leader), and wite an I Limiiel Lyon an 1 wife were aiided to the class. 
These last three men were long time prominent members. At later periods Moses Nel- 
son, Nathan Nelson, Samuel Bryant, Benjamin Fiske and others muted and became ac- 
tive members. This church has .^iveu to the ministry of the denomination four of its 
voung men, two of whom. Orrin Gregg and Arunah Lyon are now in the ministry; 
Chester Lyon is njfc livi:ig. In iKi'6 a new cliur.'.h w.is formed in the village; among the 
flrst and prominent members miy be nim^ I, John Lathrop, Paul Dilliiigh;im, C. O. 
Arms, William Carpanter, A. A. At'.urt »:i, and A. S. Ri^^lianlsm. 

The Baptist Churoh, f )rmei in 18:)0, wa>» constitute I (»f few meinbars. The fal- 
lowing are the names of s ime of them : K-sra Butler and wife, Mrs. Densmore, Mrs SillM 
Loomis, Dea*-on l>.tvid Atkuis, Edinua I Tow.i, Orrin Atkins, and Mercy Nelson (after- 
war Is Mrs. Green), Mrs E. T )wn, Mrs. Atkins, ;in I Mi\ D.msmore soon after united. 
At la+^^r peri o Is Deacon Paul Dillingham, Deacon Cluster Whitney and Guild 
Newcomb J >ine 1. But in 181!), Angus lG, the Church was reorganized, or a new one 
formed, consisting of the f )ll owing named members: Ezra Butler, Pastor; Paul Dilliiuf-* 
luim and Chester Whitney, Djacons ; Trvphena Butler, Polly W. Whitney, Anna PecK, 
Isaac Stevens, Richard Kneeland, Guil I Newcomb, E. Town, Robert Broderick, John 
Atkins, Temperan.'.e Atkins, Mercy Green, Mary Hart, Hannah Dillingham, Sally Brod- 
.eriok, Betsey Parcher, Silena Brown. £n the ye ir following, 1820, 22 members were ad- 
ded. Among them the names of the following male members appear: Job Dillingham^ 
.Seth Town, j&aac Marshall, Jr., Arad Worceste.', C. C. P. Crosby, and William Smith, 
The house of worship built in 1832, was re:noved and a new one built in 1859 or 18B0. 

The Free-will Baptist Church wa>* !)iganizei about the year 1817 or 1818, and 
inclu le 1 the following named, and perhaps other individuals : Samuel Lord, Deacofa 
Conant, S. Gnkell, Asi Town and wife, Ira Town and wife, Deacim Abuer Fuller and 
John Cotton and wife, and Elishi. Town. Elder Bowles took part in the services. Elder 
•Lord was ordairiel at this time, or soon after pastor. Elder Lord was born in BamstadL 
N. H., 1779; ba^a^n to prea-jh when quite yoang, in his native town; afterwards mored 
to Vermont, living several years in Walden, and from that place came to Waterbury in 
1811, where he spent the remainder of his life of 70 years. Unassuming in his deport- 
ment, he was more desirous of doing good than gaining applause. 

The Advent Church, was formed In May 185S; about forty united in this oreauiaft- 
tlon. The sjr vices were c inducted by Elder Joshua V. Himes, who had previously held 
ft series of m3etings, continuing several weeks in the Hall of the Washington House. 

The Advent Meeting House was dedicated in the winter of 1859. 



This early History, very coacissly, as it necessarily narrates the events of ear^ 
tini3, purports to sketch them, for a period of only about a half century. Sinco 
the expiration of that period, there remains a third of a century whose history is 
tin written. Including a few previous years with this space — say forty years in all 
and we have a period, than which, none in the annals of the town or of our 
country, or the world even, has been more eventful. Our town has had its own 
peculiar, exciting history, besides sharing in the interest of our country's ex- 
cite:nents and conflicts. Within this time, political, moral, and religious reforms 
have been undertaken, and to a deg^ree, successfully. Progress in the sciences and 
arts, has been unparalled in any equal period of the world's history. It is not 
now proposed to relate the interesting occurrences of our town in this eventfol 
period, bat only to give in a supplementary form, the names of many of those 
who have held the offices of town and state, those of the three principal professionif 
the merchants, and the volunteers in the late war for the Union. 
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